Presidents Report May 2016
My apologies for not being here but I am in Brisbane marrying a very good friend. Just a quick trip. 

It has been a busy couple of months hence our non-attendance at the CoCA and AGD meetings in Canberra in April. I will forward the minutes when I get them and will put them on our forum.

I encourage everyone to use the forum.

We need to discuss OPD for next year and if there is a way that we could do it as a group. I will ask Yvonne Werner at the AMC conference if she is prepared to come to Wagga and do one for us as RMCA group. Maybe we could use some of our funds to subside it and provide a light lunch. We would need to look into it when we get all of the info.

We could advertise and get other celebrants in the area to come along at a reasonable cost.

There is an OPD on15th August. $165 Judy Aulich and a rep from BDM.

Could I also encourage everyone to complete the Survey that CoCA have distributed. These surveys are complied to try and get facts to the Marriage section at AGD.

The AFCC did a survey in 2012 and it was found that it was not followed up to gauge the feelings amongst celebrants and gather statistics. Hence this current survey. The results will be forwarded to the AGD specifically Marriage section for them to peruse and do what ever they do with it. Hopefully they will use it to restrict numbers or improve training. Who knows but it still needs to be done.

Please check your details with the AGD as the notices for registration will be coming out soon and you will be DE REGISTERED if you don’t pay up in the allocated time. This was in the draft (not official) minutes of the meeting with AGD. They have been very strict with non compliance. 
Item 4 Annual Registration Charge Process 

Rohan advised of the process planned for 2016.

· The autumn newsletter will explain the process.  Fact sheets on the website.

· All celebrants will receive an email in June advising of the process 

· Ensure email address and all contact details are correct on portal

· Invoices to be emailed in early July

· Hard copy invoices where no email address has been provided

· Celebrants should follow up if they have not received the invoice by mid July

· Exemption process is unchanged – 21 days from invoice date to claim exemption

· Payments can be made by credit card/EFT/cheque

· Payment through the portal is easiest – avoids reconciliation problems

· Receipts will show up on the individual portal

· Payment due date is 30 days after the invoice is issued

· Celebrants who have not paid will be actively followed up eg phone, mailed reminder, sms

· Non-payment by the 60 day deadline means automatic de-registration

· De-registered celebrants will get at least 21 day notice before deregistration takes effect.

There has been NO increase of fees for 2016 / 2017 so that’s good news. $240 I think if memory serves me.
There will be quite a few fact sheets coming to us soon from AGD re all sorts of things. So keep a look out for them and maybe print them and save in a folder.

Thank you to our team of hard working exec for keeping us afloat. See you at the next meeting.  21 st August.

Cheers 

Marion

